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Strengthening our Food and Agricultural Economy

SUPPORT SJ 19

A RESOLUTION PROMOTING "FARM TO SCHOOL'PROGRAMS IN MONTANA.

What is "Farm to School"T

"Farm to School" programs connect schools (K-12) and local farms and ranches in order to serve fresh
and healthy Montana grown foods in school cafeterias and provide experiential agriculture, health, and

nutrition education opportunities to students.

Why is "Form to School" important to Montanans?

Supports Children's Health: Childhood obesity and associated chronic diseases are significant
problems in Montana and nationally, and increased consumption of fresh and nutritious foods is
a proven effective way to combat these problems.

Teaches Children about Food and Agriculture: "Farmto School" programs facilitate experiential
education about food and nutrition, and helps students understand why local agriculture is

valuable.

r Supports Farmers, Ranchers, and Rural Communities: "Farm to School" programs purchase

local foods for school meals and provide a viable and stable market for local agricultural
producers. These markets help to bring economic development opportunities to Montana's
agricultural comm unities.

Whdt will this "Farm to School" resolution do7

This tegislotion is a mechonism for recorynizing "Farm to School" programs as on effective strategy for
combating childhood obesity, improving child heolth, and localeconomic development, and encourages

Montanans to toke action in developing and supporting these programs.

This resof ution encourages Montanans to recognize the first week of October as "Montana
Fdrm to School Week". and to engage in promotional activities that bring further visibility and

devetopment to these programs.

This resolution recognizes "Farm to School" as programs that both purchase agricultural
products from local farmers and educates students about making healthy food and nutrition
choices and understanding why local agriculture is valuable.

For more informotion, please contoct:
Kevin Moore - Grow Montana Coordinotor

kmoore@aeromt.orq'' 443.7272
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What octivities could take ploce as pdrt of "Montana Farm to SchoolWeek"?

Parents, teachers, students, and citizen groups could... collaborote to orgonize
events such os o "Montana Meal Day" or the instollation of o garden on school grounds. Or, they
could arronge for educational interactions between students and formers such as field trips to
farms ond in-class presentations by tocat formers or form organizations.

Foodservice Directors and school administrators could... use'Montana Farm to
School Week" as on impetus to identify local formers ond food businesses to purchase from and
open a diologue with them, or begin integrating just one (or many) local products into their
regulor menu.

Farmers and ranchers could..,visitthe schoolcafeteria during a mealtime when their
product is being featured to enswer questions ond "shdre the story" of their farm and farm
products with stude nts.

The Montana Office of Public tnstruction could... continue to provide outreach ond
training to school districts, parent and teacher organizotions, ond school foodservice directors
regarding the importance of and procedures for incorporation Montona foods into the cafeterio
mentls, ond the resources availoble for Farm to School curriculum.

The Montana Department of Agriculture could...provide outreoch ond guidance to
farmers regarding the benefits of and procedures for selling their products directly to schools.

Why is it important thdt Farm to School include both local food purchasing ond
local food educdtion?

In order to be effective, "Farm to School" programs must integrate purchasing and eating healthy
Montana foods with experiential education about where that food comes from. lf a school emphasizes
purchasing and serving local foods over hands-on education about that food, or vice versa, the benefits
of these programs are not fully realized. "Farm to Schoo!" is only partially about substituting
conventional food products with Montana food products; it is also about teaching students where
their food comes from and how to make healthy food choices. lntegrating local food purchasing and
education ensures that "Farm to School" programs in Montana remain as pro-agriculture, and nutrition
education programs.

PLEASE SUPPORT SJ 1.9 - A RESOLUTION PROMOTING 'FARM TO SCHOOL"

PROGRAMS IN MONTANA

For more information, please contact:
Kevin Moore - Grow Montona Coordinotor

km oo re @ a e romt. o ra /406.443. 7 272
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What activities could take ploce as port of "Montano Farm to School Week"?

ParentS, teaCherS, StUdentS, and citizen grgupS coUld... collaborote to orgonize

events such aso "Montana Meal Day" or the instqllation of a garden on school grounds' Or' they

could orrange for educotionol interoctions between students and farmers such as field trips to

farms and in-class presentations by localformers or form organizotions.

FOOdServiCe DireCtors and schoOl administratOrS Could... use "Montana Farm to

School Week" as an impetus to identify localfarmers and food businesses to purchose from and

open a diologue with them, or begin integroting iust one (or many) local products into their

regular menu.

Farmers and ranchers could. ..visitthe schoolcofeteria during a mealtime when their

product is being featured to onswer questions ond "shore the story" oftheir form and farm

products with students.

The Montana Office of Public Instruction could ,.,continue to provide outreoch and

training to school disyicts, parent and teacher organizotions, Qnd school foodservice directors

regardi.ng the importonce of and procedures for incorporotion Montona foods into the cafeterio

meinus, and the resources available for Farm to School curriculum.

The Montana Department of Agriculture could,..provide outreach and suidance to

formers regarding the benefits of and procedures for selling their products directly to schools'

Why is it important that Farm to School include both tocol food purchasing qnd

local food educqtion?

ln order to be effective, "Farm to School" programs must integrate purchasing and eating healthy

Montana foods with experiential education about where that food comes from. lf a school emphasizes

purchasing and serving local foods over hands-on education about that food, or vice versa' the benefits

of these programs are not fully realized. "Farm to School" is onty partially about substituting

conventional food products with Montana food products; it is also about teaching students where

their food comes from and how to make healthy food choices. Integrating local food purchasing and

education ensures that "Farm to School" programs in Montana remain as pro-agriculture' and nutrition

education programs.

PLEASE SUPPORT SJ 19 - A RESOLUTION PROMOTING "FARM TO SCHOOL"

PROGRAMS IN MONTANA

For more information, please contdct:

Kevin Moore - Grow Montqna Coordinator
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